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Ruept — a wall on the wilding side
D 1987 oobella Tree's biucband inhencted the 3500 acre Rucppe Eotate jrom his grandpareats.
Tlie farum wae losing money and despite efforte to improve the fanm the losses continued. ¥ter a
wcect from Ted Green an Oak tree consultant o Wemdsorn Great Park, they realized that the lawd
was uot able to suppont intende farming and in a brave move around 2001 they decided to establiok:
a bio divense wilderness — newdlding:

April 2020

Rewilding transformation of Knepp estate (change from 2012 to 2020)
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Steve was covect when lhe supposed that thene's mone to it than judt nolf cutting the lawsn and letting
the weeds grow. From 008 Ruept introduced fallow deer, longhorn cattle, Enmoor ponies and
Tamuonth sous. Tu 2016 thinty-foar white storks from Poland were iutroduced,

Northern Block

OMd Englizh Longhorn cattle and roe deer
Middle Block

Cattla, ponics, red and fallow deer
Southern Block

Catda, pories, red, ree and fallow desr, pigs
Shipley Village

A mbxtura of ket grzing, organk grazing
for Knepp Wikdland cattla, lind out of

production and woodiand
Hm Flood phain restoration area

Therne o a book by Teobella Tree all about this rewdlding froject: Welding. Tn fact Aun lad
atheady read this book and This was the inspination belind oan mini expedition to campp at Rucpps
and join a miduight tour o listen to wightingales.


http://www.expo99a.co.uk/expo/wilding.pdf
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ONE DAY (Friday 20" May 2022)

2 head to Knepp for a walk on the wilding side

We amived at the spacious Rucpp campoite in the afternson and lbooked in af neception. ¢ was
gucte informal — judt take a bamow for the camping gear and fitch youn teat anyudiene.

Ty T, St gy R " ’ -

Antler arch entrance to the campsite
Weth the barnow loaded upp we made oarn way thnoagh the antler arch to the campicte and chode a
fitel with easy acceds Yo the pablic convenicnces.
Tu the distance we could dec a mustering of
those Polioh otorks who wene gliding anound in
ctrcles making good wie of Ut from thewmals

A
~ A

Gliding storks Barrow boy Brown reporting for duty
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Fortunately we did wot have to dig a hole for the toilet — the site wae egucpped with facilitiee in

g%

100 yards dash
Yeo. that ned spec on the lorizon was our teut — on to be mone accanate it was Matthen s teut that
tie thad let we ase as lony as &t wae uot trampled on by wild animats. Let'e pop over and ¢ec how
Wtne A8 is settling in to lien luvany five starn accommodation. . ..
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Luxury accommodation ... was not available for this trip

Tt was such a wice day we decided to wall around the estate follewing a fath indicated by negulan
ned manks.

A tour of the Knepp estate
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No Mick, this is not the menu!

T the newdlding world, thene are no insecticides billing off the ecosystem. 48 a nesult the cow pate

Yum! (crap feedback from the local insect population)



Only one horse power vehicles allowed on site



e, LA e, LA e,
up  \rTiez P U o2 IRie a7% RS 22 \rZiez
:&3‘ S DA ;5.3‘ O '};.!. Ao :‘3‘ O
N, ;

A W e, e, L., LS
i e, SN B, W e, ¥ fa, Vi e,
WY e e st wY ot 6o S WY Aol
Rl < TRy w e o R

Countryman Lane

Knepp Ruin

\

CAMPSITE

We wene booked in and eagerly anticipating an evening meal, a talk about Nightingales and a late
wight walk to loten To them with car expert guide Sophice Trice.
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Cow Barn — venue for evening meal / talk

over wintering in ub- Saharan Hnica they
come to Ewnope in the spring to breed. The
UR s at the most wonthew edge of the
Neghtingale ¢ nange.

Thes bind hao seen a 9% decline over the
past 50 yeane — we only have five to ocx
thousand individuale left. Rucpt o froving
%o be a bey nefuge — they west n dense
el close to the ground and the rewdlding
approach at Ruepp frouides thie lhabitat
and abundant insects as a food sounce.

Late October — November

possible stop-over in Western
Sahara then onward travel into
Senegal

Mid-December - late January
mid-winter site in southern
Senegal or Guinea-Bissau

Tagged 2nd May, Rosedene
Farm, near Methwold Hythe.
Departure date July 25.

4th week of July
Northern France

Mid-August
Southern France

Late August — mid-Sept
Northern Morocco, slow
movement for about 3 weeks

February

Departed on spring
migration during

The woice of a uightingale can neach 95 decibele. way above the levele reguining industrial workers

o wear ear defendens. Ouly male wightingales sing. They ding both uight and day whilet trying to
attact a mate, bat it ¢ af wight that thecr dong can be disentangled from other birdoony. They will

vanied dony and then lsten bricfly for any other nival songs. So far this year 56 fewmitories have
been located at Rucpp dhowing a steady increase in the number of Tightingales ouer the yeans.
Weth no camenas allowed 7 nesonted to a ound necording on the phone and managed to aldo capture
oun catidd . vone absut Nioktinoale behaviown,
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http://www.expo99a.co.uk/expo/nightingale.m4a
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We were out tracking down competing male Nightimgales untdd after miduight, after whick we made
our way back to the teut trying not to wake the other dleeping campens in the froceds.

We could otill licar the ightingales as we drifted off to the soumd of distant bindsony.

Later that wight Aun decided that ste neally weeded to matke that 100 yands dash — but two factors
my dumber by despenate pleas for helpy and landed lher my torch. Sthe managed to extricate hersel)
from the teut without having an accident (7 'm sune that would frobably have brolen one of the Torms
aud conditions of Matthew ¢ teut loan).

The wext monuing un was app with the larnk (now there's an appropriate plnase) and we went in

thomans.

Who said it was two deer to stay here? — wildlife on your doorstep

“Is that the one making corny captions?” “Yes deer”
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The basket breakfast tumed out to be a loaf of bread with butter and jam aud some bacon and
eg990. Unfortunalely our cosbing facilities did wot streteh to fried egy and bacon but the bread and
Jam went dowa well.

AU in all a great place to stay for a wilding weckend!

A Stork nest with a view

Tte End
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